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Brief History of Chrysler Village 

 Chrysler Village is a small community rich in history, but largely unknown to the public. 

Its history dates back to the community’s unique establishment in 1942. After the United States 

entered World War II in 1941, the Federal Housing Administration began developing housing 

projects for employees of wartime munitions plants around the country. One such project was 

Chrysler Village, located two miles north of the newly-constructed Dodge-Chrysler Defense 

Plant, and south of downtown Chicago within the boundaries of the Clearing district. Workers 

commuted from Chrysler Village to the plant, where they manufactured engines for B-29 

“Superfortress” planes. Developers designed this community to house the relocated plant 

workers and their families in basic single-family, duplex, multi-family, and row houses. Today, 

many of the houses still maintain their original Minimal Traditional architectural structure, 

making Chrysler Village distinct in comparison to surrounding Clearing neighborhoods. 

Project Proposal 

 Recently, Chrysler Village has earned recognition as a part of the National Register of 

Historic Places. In an effort to advance this new designation to bring more attention to the 

historic area as well as greater social and economic benefit for its residents, we propose a 

community day centered on sharing and preserving Chrysler Village’s unique historical legacy. 

The community day will be a small-scale, neighborhood-centered gathering in the summer of 

2016 that will build community unity and pride. It will also be an opportunity to evaluate 

community interest in hosting a more wide-scale community festival the following summer to 

commemorate Chrysler Village’s 75
th

 anniversary in 2017. The festival will strengthen the 

community’s relationship to the neighborhood’s unique history as well as attract interested 

visitors from the Chicago area who are unfamiliar with Chrysler Village. 
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The Community Day’s aim is to affirm Chrysler Village’s historical relevance as a 

former World War II community and as a multi-cultural neighborhood of present-day Chicago. 

The event will highlight features that make Chrysler Village stand out among neighboring 

communities, such as its unique architecture, layout, and purpose. By drawing more attention to 

Chrysler Village’s wartime history, we hope current residents will develop a sense of unity with 

one another and connection with the neighborhood’s past inhabitants. As a community-led 

project, residents themselves will determine what elements of Chrysler Village’s history and 

heritage the project exhibits, how the community will present these features, and ultimately put 

these plans into action. Our proposal provides a framework for the project. The community, 

working with the aid of public historians and local historical societies, will make this project its 

own by determining what features they plan to implement. 

Community Day Features 

The Community Day will take place in Lawler Park, a central gathering space within 

Chrysler Village, in the form of a community picnic. A small committee of volunteer residents, 

and representatives from the Clear-Ridge Historical Society, the Alderman’s office, and Loyola 

University Chicago’s Public History Lab, will run the event. This committee will organize and 

run tables and activities, listed below. Chrysler Village community members will be invited to 

bring their own picnic to the event and enjoy time interacting with neighbors, participating in 

activities, and visiting display tables in the park. The centerpiece of the event will be a mural that 

commemorates Chrysler Village and its history and is the product of a collaborative effort among 

community members. 
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Proposed Tables: 
 

● Oral History Project 
o Oral histories from current and former members of the community and its 

surrounding area will be recorded for posterity and archived at the Clearing 

Branch of the Chicago Public Library 
o A table introducing community members to the oral history project for Chrysler 

Village and inviting them to share their Chrysler Village story 
▪ trained volunteers from the Loyola University Public History Graduate 

Program and volunteer member from the community will run the table, 

providing information on how the interviews will be used to celebrate the 

community’s past 

▪ anyone over the age of 18 who is willing to share their story with a 

volunteer will be able to on this day; consent forms will be available 

▪ a sign-up sheet will be available for those who wish to share their stories 

at a future date 

o Each interview will last approximately 30 minutes, leaving the participants plenty 

of time to explore the other areas of the community day event 

 

● Chrysler Village History 
o A set of tables that tells a general history of Chrysler Village, showing pictures 

and objects from the historical society collections 
o Also may include the following interactive features: 

▪ a pop-up museum where residents may bring items relevant to their 

families and communities; the Clear-Ridge Historical Society can 

supplement with materials from its collection. 
▪ a participatory timeline and map that outlines the history of Chrysler 

Village within the broader context of Chicago history and national history. 

Community members may use their knowledge of local, community, and 

personal history to enrich the timeline with their own experience. 
▪ A photo area where the historical society may display photos from its 

collection and ask people to identify any information they know about the 

image. Residents may also donate their own photos to the historical 

society. 
▪ If community members wish to donate any of the items they bring to the 

table, the items could be saved for the 75
th

 anniversary festival, during 

which participants may put together a time capsule of the collected 

documents, photos, and objects pertinent to community history to uncover 

at a future event. 
 

● Festival Collaboration 
o This would be an idea-generating and interest-assessing table that would ask 

questions such as: 
▪ “Would you be interested in organizing a festival celebrating the 75

th
 

anniversary of your community?” (someone running table keeps running 

tabs) 
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▪ “What features would you like to see at your community festival?” 

(chalkboard) 
▪ “Would you be interested in being on a committee to make this festival 

possible?” (clipboards with sign-up sheets describing different potential 

committees, writing utensils) 
▪ “What skills, supplies, or connections do you have that might benefit the 

festival?” (Clipboards, pencils/pens) 
o Such a table will facilitate community collaboration and provide a space to gage 

what community members are willing and able to contribute organically. 
 

● National Register Plaque table 
o Community members may foster unity and pride in their historically rich 

neighborhood by ordering plaques to place on their homes commemorating their 

placement on the National Register of Historic Places. Table representatives may 

also have on-hand knowledge and materials to explain what a National Register 

designation means for residents and their community and to address frequently 

asked questions and concerns about National Register status. Income from plaque 

sales could be used to fund the future festival or to purchase larger entry signs 

marking Chrysler Village as a National Register Historic District that could be 

unveiled at the larger 75
th

 Anniversary event. The Clear-Ridge Historical Society 

can manage funds and donations as a recognized nonprofit organization. Such a 

collective effort to recognize the neighborhood’s historic status will foster 

community unity and pride. 
 

● Other tables or activities may be included at the discretion of invested parties. A potential 

interactive activity that will encourage attendees to explore Chrysler Village is a 

scavenger hunt challenge. Clues pertaining to Chrysler Village and its history will lead 

participants to various sites or landmarks within Chrysler Village, where they will find 

their next clue and may be invited to partake in a brief activity challenge that pertains to 

the community’s history (e.g. making and successfully flying a paper airplane). This 

activity is ideal for families and children, and will encourage community members to get 

to know one another and learn more actively about the history of their neighborhood by 

moving around and working together. Those who complete the scavenger hunt could be 

entered into a drawing for a prize. 
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Mural: 
 

A mural project depicting Chrysler Village past and present, painted and unveiled during 

the Community Day, will leave a more permanent testament to Chrysler Village’s heritage. We 

propose that the community create a mural on the wall of the Lawler Park fieldhouse, the 

neighborhood’s community center.
1
 The mural, depicting important features of Chrysler Village 

both past and present, will be a lasting expression of the community and an aesthetic pleasure to 

visitors. While the community day and potential future festival are intermittent reminders of the 

importance of the community and history of Chrysler Village, the mural will give residents a 

more permanent sense of ownership and pride over their neighborhood and its history. 

The process would begin with a design contest held by the community. The contest will 

invite residents (including local and student artists) to submit mural designs prior to the festival 

that incorporate the neighborhood’s past and present. A call for proposals will be posted on the 

Chrysler Village webpage and publicized through local schools and businesses, the local library, 

the Clear-Ridge Historical Society, and the Alderman’s office about six months before the 

festival. The contest will be open to all, but preference will be given to submissions from artists 

from Chrysler Village or the Clearing neighborhood in general. A selection committee consisting 

of three Chrysler Village community members, a representative from the Clear-Ridge Historical 

Society, a representative from the local Alderman’s office, and one Loyola Public History Lab 

member, will then select the design (or hybrid of designs) that best represents Chrysler Village. 

At the Community Day, the winning artist or a design team recruited from among the event 

volunteers will lead visitors in painting the mural. They can outline the mural with paint, pencil, 

or painter’s tape, then supervise participants and direct them on what areas or layers to paint. 

                                                           
1
 Alternatively, if Chrysler Village or the Park District does not wish to have a painting directly on the 

wall of the fieldhouse, the design team can erect a removable plywood canvas on the wall of the 

fieldhouse so that the fieldhouse’s wall remains undisturbed. 
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Adults or more experienced painters will fill in detail work. Participants can sign up at the table 

to work on shifts separated at intervals to let the paint dry on the previous layer. The design team 

will then unveil the mural at the close of the Community Day. Next to the mural, residents will 

install a plaque that describes the design, creation, and features of the mural, detailing Chrysler 

Village’s history and present-day composition.
2
 This method makes the painting of the mural the 

most public and community-oriented. 

 
Examples of how community members may share in the mural-creation process in a paint-by-

numbers or layers format. 
 

 
Sample of what a completed mural might look like. This mural for the community of Avondale in 

Cincinnati features distinctive homes, buildings, and landmarks, streets, and community values 

important to the neighborhood. Chrysler Village might follow a similar theme. 
 

                                                           
2
 This could be done to dedicate the mural at the subsequent 75

th
 anniversary festival if the necessary 

funding is not available for the Community Day. 
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Conclusion: Future Goals 

The Chrysler Village Community Day event builds on the neighborhood’s prestigious National 

Register designation to recognize the historical significance of the past and present Chrysler 

Village community. The community picnic and mural will nurture a sense of shared heritage 

among the community by creating a greater awareness of past events that have taken place 

within its boundaries. If successful, this small-scale picnic will provide an opportunity for 

community collaboration that, given significant interest from Chrysler Village residents, will 

serve as a starting point for the implementation of a larger 75
th

 anniversary festival the following 

year. The Community Day will be an exceptional event, which, in turn, has the possibility to 

become tradition and a stepping stone for future growth. 


